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Climate emergency

• February 2019 Wiltshire Council resolved to

– Acknowledge that there is a climate emergency

– Seek to make the county of Wiltshire carbon neutral by 2030

– Establish carbon baseline and renewables baseline

• Cabinet committed to make Wiltshire Council carbon neutral by 

2030



County of Wiltshire

• Strategy development – county of Wiltshire carbon neutral by 2030

• Local Plan review

• Local Transport Plan 4

• Air Quality Strategy

• Swindon and Wiltshire Local Economic Partnership – Local Industrial Strategy and 

Local Energy Strategy

All to contain policies and actions in support of carbon reduction

• Establishing carbon baseline and renewable energy baseline



Carbon and renewable energy baselines

• Further work required to ensure baselines are robust

• Wiltshire Council in discussion with 

- Local universities

- Anthesis Group (SCATTER)

- Swindon and Wiltshire Local Economic Partnership

- Local Government Association

- Other local authorities



Carbon and renewable energy baselines

• SCATTER – setting city area targets and trajectories for emissions reduction

• Total level of emissions for county of Wiltshire 3,465k tCO2e or 7 tCO2e per head

• Highest emissions from on-road transport and residential buildings

• Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy publish renewable energy 

statistics by local authority area

• Total renewable energy from county of Wiltshire 684.5MW with 593.5MW from solar 

farms



Wiltshire Council

• Established Global Warming and Climate Emergency task group to consider

– Renewable energy generation, energy use and efficiency

– Planning

– Transport and air quality

– Waste

– Land use

– Business and industry

– Carbon baseline and renewable energy baseline



Wiltshire Council

• Investment in energy efficiency and energy generation on the council’s estate of £5.2m

• Investment of £3.5m for canopy based solar panels

• Investment of £12m to convert street lights to LED lighting

• Reduction in waste to landfill from 56% in 2008-09 to 16% in 2018-19



Wiltshire Council

• Reduction in greenhouse gas emissions from council’s estate and operations from 26k 

tCO2e in 2014-15 to 16k tCO2e in 2018-19 

• Friends of the Earth found Wiltshire Council to be the best performing local authority in 

England and Wales – but we know even the best performing need to do much more



Community support

• Wiltshire has 18 community areas based on the market towns and surrounding 

parishes

• Each community area has a community area board made up of the local Wiltshire 

councillors

• Meetings are attended by other public sector bodies, interest groups and residents of 

the community area

• Each area board has funding which can be allocated to local community projects 

including local transport projects

• Community areas are holding climate emergency and environment themed events and 

developing networks of environmental groups to provide specialist advice and capacity 



Green Pledge

• Leave the car at home and walk more

• Take shorter showers and turn off taps when brushing teeth

• Try and use as little single-use plastic as possible

• Use a reusable cup

• Use bags for life

• Recycle as much as you can

• Turn off lights when not using them

• Install a smart meter to help you manage energy use



Green Pledge

• Those are just some initial suggestions but there’s so much more residents can do 

• We want residents to think about the changes they can make…starting today, knowing 

there will be more challenging discussions to come

• The council is asking residents to make the Wiltshire Green Pledge by accessing 

http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/green-economy-climate-emergency and do what they can

• We know we will only make the county of Wiltshire carbon neutral by 2030 with their 

support 

http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/green-economy-climate-emergency

